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¢ Editorial ¢ 
Welcome, 





COAUUPUCSCWVD! 


A Catholic magazine, one of the 
most important Catholic journals in 
the United States, has paid us an un- 
intended compliment. Father Virgil 
C. Blum, Jesuit Professor of Political 
Science at Marquette University, in 
an article on “Should POAU Be Un- 
opposed?” in the October Homiletic 
and Pastoral Review, has advocated 
the formation of a militant Catholic 
organization to oppose POAU, state 
by state and city by city across the 
country, with “counter pressure.” 


Father Blum acknowledges that our 
success has been “great,’’ and he says 
that since 1948 POAU “has made 
tremendous strides toward organizing 
groups in every major city and state 
in the nation.” He calls upon his 
church to “launch a well-staffed or- 
ganization to participate throughout 
the nation” in combatting POAU. 

We are delighted by Father Blum’s 
suggestion. For years we have wanted 
a definitive Catholic opposition to 
speak out unequivocally for the hier- 
archy on matters of church and state. 
We are weary of evasive K. of C. ads 
which dodge all the central issues. 
We are weary of shadow-boxing prel- 
ates who resort to double-talk when 
they are pushed into a corner or who 
run away as Cardinal Spellman did 
in the famous joust with Mrs. Roose- 
velt. We would welcome a toe-to-toe 
battle of wits and principles with 
professionally trained adversaries, be- 
cause we believe that the principles 
for which we stand would emerge tri- 
umphant from any controversy in the 
long run. 


Whose Constitutional Rights? 

We admit that Father Blum’s ar- 
ticle about us did not give any prom- 
ise of logic and fair play in the 
coming controversy. Father Blum 
pretended, as so many clerical con- 
troversialists have been pretending 
for a long time, that the aim of POAU 
is to “challenge the constitutional 
rights of Catholics” and to ‘deprive 
children of their rights.”’ 

No, Father Blum, we are not out 
to deprive Catholic children of their 
constitutional rights. It is the priests 
and bishops of your church who 
would do that—by refusing them per- 
mission to attend the free American 
public schools without theological 
penalties. And it is your church which 
would deprive American taxpayers of 
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their rights by imposing upon them 
the cost of operating a competing, 
creedally segregated school system 
which is maintained partly by eccle- 
siastical coercion. 

You can count upon us, Father 
Blum, as auxiliary contributors to 
your organization, We want to receive 
your literature and we are willing to 
pay for it. Our representatives are 
willing to debate your representatives 
in any Catholic university in America 
before a wholly Catholic audience, 
provided you will furnish a hall that 
is large enough and accept a neutral 
chairman. 

In the meantime, Father Blum, we 
cannot help but be slightly worried 
about the name you will adopt for 
your organization. We do not want 
confusion in this field. We do not 
have any copyright on the alphabet, 
but we hope that you will choose a 
distinctive name with a different set 
of letters from POAU. How about 
Catholics and Other Americans 
United for the Utmost Possible Union 
of Church and State Consistent With 
Vatican Directives? The letters can 
be reeled off easily—COAUUPUC- 
SCWVD. 

Welcome, COAUUPUCSCWVD! 
May you be born in 1957, prosper 
moderately, and ultimately acquire a 
mature mind! 
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Pennsylvania Court Backs 
Aid to Church Orphanages 


Church-owned orphanages may 
continue to receive public funds under 
a November decision of the Pennsyl- 
vania Supreme Court rejecting a tax- 
payers’ challenge to such aid in Alle- 
gheny County. 

Arguments presented by Assistant 
County Solicitor Maurice Louik and 
Counsel Joseph R. Doherty, repre- 
senting the Pittsburgh Roman Cath- 
olic diocese and church institutions 
involved in the suit, harped on the 
theme that invalidation of the county 
grants would cause “chaos’’ because 
of a dearth of public institutions in 
the field. On the other hand, Judge 
A. Marshall Thompson, chancellor of 
the Allegheny County Common Pleas 
Court and author of a contrary de- 
cision dated June 30, 1954, had held 
that to allow the payments to con- 
tinue would lead to “chaos in the 
matter of appropriation of public 
funds to religious bodies.” The test 
case was brought by five Pittsburgh 
plaintiffs who were first upheld by 
Judge Thompson in the 1954 ruling 


but overruled by two colleagues of 
Judge Thompson who out-voted him 
in a three-man decision of the Com. 
mon Pleas Court on June 23, 1955, 
The latest decision was on an ap 
by the plaintiffs from the 1955 find. 
ing. The State Supreme Court ae. 
cepted the defendants’ theory that 
county payments were made on be. 
half of the children rather than the 
institutions, and that checks were 
made out to the orphanages only for 
convenience. 

According to Religious News Sery- 
ice, Pennsylvania has more than 
15,000 children in religious institu. 
tions because the state has no place 
of its own for them. 





Now available in a handy 3” x 5” 
pocket-size format—ideal for handing 
out at meetings or mailing to friends 
and acquaintances—is POAU’s new 
“Truth Series” pamphlets on such 
subjects as “Tolerance,” ‘Secular- 


” 


ism,” and “Communism, Protestant- 
ism, and Roman Catholicism.” Cop- 
ies may be secured from POAU at 
rates of 10 for 25c, 100 for $2.00 and 
1,000 for $12.50. 
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| NEWS Jrom Jar and Near | 


@ Local 78 of the Christian Labor Association recently defeated its 
secular AFL-CIO rival, Local 49 of the operating engineers union, in Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board elections among highway construction workers 
of two Minnesota contractors. Oriented towards the Christian Reformed 
Church, the association was formed 25 years ago. American labor has gen- 
erally rejected the idea of “religious” labor unions, although such unions 
—as well as political parties—are common in Europe. 


@ Political asylum in the United States for Josef Cardinal Minds- 
zenty, long-imprisoned Roman Catholic primate of Hungary, was 
urged by Congressman James T. Patterson of Connecticut on No- 
yember 5, shortly after the Cardinal had taken refuge from at- 
tacking Soviet troops in the United States Embassy in Budapest. 
Rep. Patterson asked President Eisenhower to invite Mindszenty 
to America. Prior to direct Soviet intervention to suppress a “Tito- 
ist” type of revolt against Hungary’s Communist government, the 
prelate had been freed and restored to his primacy, and was even 
rumored to be preparing to lead a “Popular Christian Party” which 
would form a new government. Interviewed by reporters, he said 
that “he would make no decision about this until he had time to 
inform himself about the political situation” (“New York Times,” 
November 1). For POAU’s appraisal of the Hungarian situation 
at the time of Mindszenty’s original imprisonment, see “Church 
and State,” March, 1949. . . . Lajos Ordass, the Lutheran bishop 
who had also been jailed by the Communists, was reported on No- 
vember 14 to have escaped from Soviet pursuers to a place near 
Budapest. 


@ One reason for the recent revival in the Catholic press of the church’s 
drive for government funds is the desperate shortage of both nuns and lay 
teachers in Catholic elementary schools. Father James D. Poole, diocesan 
schools superintendent in Sacramento, announced in September that five new 
school buildings in his diocese would stand empty this year and that one new 
school had been “awaiting Sisters for three years.’”’ The long-continuing 
shortage in nun teachers can be met only by a great increase in lay teachers 
—and lay teachers demand a living wage. 


@ Repeal of Norway’s constitutional ban on Jesuits seemed in 
sight as a parliamentary committee recommended late in October 
that the “Jesuit paragraph,” in force since 1814, be eliminated. 
Church-state union continues, however, as evidenced by a govern- 
ment bill introduced in November to set up an 8,000,000-kroner 
($1,120,000) National Church Fund, the interest upon which would 
be used for activities of the established Lutheran Church. 


@ In the October Question and Answer column of America’s most author- 
itative Catholic journal, The American Ecclesiastical Review, Father Romaens 
W. O’Brien was asked whether a priest might “waive the promise required of 
the Catholic party that all children born will be baptized in the Catholic 
Faith . . . [in a] mixed marriage of two people who have both passed the 
child-bearing age.” Answer: No! ... In this same journal, Father Francis J. 
Connell, dean of Catholic University’s School of Sacred Theology and recently 
appointed by the Pope as a Consultor of the Sacred Congregation of Semi- 
naries and Universities, admitted that many of his own people were de- 
nouncing his “narrow-mindedness” and “bigotry” for saying that a Roman 
Catholic church should not offer a hall to a Protestant church even when 
that Protestant church had been destroyed by fire (Church and State, July) 
—but the doughty dogmatist refused to budge from his, and the Church’s, 
position. 

@ The “illegal” and “wicked work” of proselytization carried on 
by Protestant evangelists in Greece must be stopped, Orthodox 
Archbishop Dorotheos of Athens told a November meeting of his 
church’s Holy Synod. The Greek Orthodox Church, he said, does not 
seek to convert members of other Christian churches. 
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Lowell Hits Proposed 
Excise Tax Exemptions 


Associate Director C. Stanley Low- 
ell at a hearing before the House 
Subcommittee on Excise Taxes on 
November 27 opposed a new financial 
bill (H.R. 12298) which would ex- 
empt private educational institutions 
from $3,000,000 in excise taxes. The 
taxes cover such articles and services 
as gasoline, school busses, and tele- 
phone messages. 


“We gladly acknowledge,” Lowell 
said, “that many of these private 
schools are worthy institutions, 
but we object to any financial meas- 
ure which directly or indirectly 
charges the ordinary taxpayer with 
the cost of the operation of a sectar- 
ian institution. Moreover, we are op- 
posed to this type of concession be- 
cause it is potentially one item in a 
chain reaction of concessions. It is 
part of a financial pattern designed 
to bring a sectarian school system 
under the financial umbrella of our 
generous democracy... .” 

“The practice of tax exemption for 
places of worship,” Lowell continued, 
“has become strongly established, 
and we would advocate no change at 
that point. It is our position, how- 
ever, that the base of such exemption 
should not be broadened. . . .” 


KENTUCKY FIGHTS GN 


The embattled citizens of Brad- 
fordsville, Kentucky, led by their mil- 
itant attorney, Jesse K. Lewis, are 
continuing their counter-attack on 
the Marion County Board of Educa- 
tion in order to force that body to 
alter its foot-dragging tactics and 
obey an order of Kentucky’s Court of 
Appeals to either re-open the Brad- 
fordsville school forthwith or estab- 
lish a genuine central high school for 
the entire county (Church and State, 
November). 

Latest moves in the battle are (1) 
the filing of a motion for a mandamus 
to compel Circuit Judge W. B. Ar- 
dery to obey the Kentucky Court of 
Appeals and issue an order in good 
faith reorganizing the county school 
system; (2) a formal demand served 
upon county and state officials by 
State Senator John Anggelis, partner 
of Jesse Lewis, to reimburse the Prot- 
estant parents of Bradfordsville for 
$5,300 spent in sending their children 
to other schools; (3) a suit against 
the Marion Board for $12,000 for 
making an illegal contract, without 

‘(Continued on next page) 








Vermont School 
Battle Goes On 


In spite of a legal defeat in Ver- 
mont’s Supreme Court in October, the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy of the 
state is continuing its pressures for 
financial aid from the state treasury, 
and a strenuous battle to change 
Vermont statutes is expected at the 
next session of the state legislature. 

POAU’s Executive Director, Glenn 
Archer, spoke of the school-aid strug- 
gle in the Montpelier Methodist 
Church on November 4, at a meeting 
held under the auspices of the Ver- 
mont Council of Churches. At this 
session Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
president of the National Council of 
Churches, was a featured speaker, 
and also Governor Joseph B. John- 
son. Mr. Archer pointed out that the 
Catholic program of progressive de- 
mands for public money followed a 
set pattern in nearly all states and 
countries, and Vermont was no ex- 
ception to the rule. The program 
called for bus money, textbook funds, 
then scholarships for Catholic stu- 
dents, then complete support of 
church schools, . . . Vermont, he de- 
clared, was in the midst of a difficult 
problem-area in this connection, and 
it should hold the line against further 
encroachments on the church-state- 
separation principle. 

Catholic attacks upon former At- 
torney General Robert T. Stafford 
and his assistant, Frederick M. Reed, 
because they wrote a brief opposing 
an illegal grant of state funds to 
Catholic high schools, apparently 
proved to be a boomerang in the No- 
vember elections. Both officials were 
elected by large majorities, Stafford 
becoming the state’s Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, and Reed the new Attorney 
General. 

Although October’s ruling of the 
Supreme Court supported the decision 
of the present state administration to 
block the payment of state funds to 
Catholic high schools for the tuition 
of students who live in neighboring 
townships which have no high schools 
of their own, the legality of payments 
out of /ocal funds for this purpose is 
still undecided. Education Commis- 
sioner A. John Holden, Jr., has an- 
nounced that this question of the 
expenditure of local funds is a ques- 
tion for the courts, and it is expected 
that members and friends of POAU 
in the state will start a law suit in 
the near future to halt the practice. 
Local funds spent illegally for this 
purpose far exceed the state funds 
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NOTABLES AT VERMONT 








MEETING 





POAU Executive Director Glenn L. Archer, principal speaker at the banquet of the 
Vermont Church Council in Montpelier on November 4, is pictured above (second from right) 
with other distinguished participants. They are, left to right: The Rev. Clarence L. Hoch, 
pastor of Trinity Methodist Church, where the gathering was held; the Rev. John L. Gregory 
of Burlington, secretary general of the Council; the Rev. Eugene Carson Blake, president of 
the National Council of Churches; Governor Joseph B. Johnson; Archer; and the Rev. Harry 
G. Ford of Rutland, Council president. 


granted to Catholic high schools in 
this manner. 

In a proper suit to block local ap- 
propriations to sectarian high schools, 
the chief issue will be the separation 
of church and state under the First 
Amendment. If the case concerning 
this illegal use of local funds should 
be carried to the U. S. Supreme 
Court, a victory for the separation of 
church and state would put a stop 
to similar abuses in Maine, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut and other states. 

That the Catholic hierarchy real- 
izes the importance of the Vermont 
situation was demonstrated by the 
fact that the town of South Burling- 
ton in its recent unsuccessful suit 
against the state was represented by 
one of the Church’s leading lawyers, 
Frederick J. Fayette of Burlington. 
Fayette contended that the current 
grants of local funds to Catholic high 
schools should be safe from criticism 
since they have been going on “with 
the state’s sanction and blessing since 
1880.” He neglected to point out that 
since 1880 three important decisions 
of the United States Supreme Court 
applying the First Amendment to all 
state funds, have been handed down, 
outlawing the use of public money 
for sectarian education. Vermont op- 
ponents of the present practice feel 


confident that the local payments will 
be completely outlawed when a suit- 
able plaintiff has been secured to 
challenge them in court. 


+ 


Baton Rouge Hears 


Archer on Busses 


POAU Executive Director Gienn L. 
Archer spoke to some 1,200 members 
and guests of Masonic Lodges of East 
Baton Rouge Parish (La.) in the 
Baton Rouge High School auditorium 
on November 20. He analyzed var- 
ious types of infractions of church- 
state separation, particularly those— 
such as tax-paid bus transportation 
for parochial school pupils—which are 
in the nature of “a church’s legal 
beach-head on the public pocket 
book.” The POAU leader’s address 
was concluded amidst a standing ova- 
tion. 

+ 


Kentucky 


(Continued from page 3) 
authority, to pay private defense law- 
yers from public tax funds. The de- 
mand for the ouster by the state of 
4 of the 5 members of the Marion 
Board is still pending. 
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Latest Manhattan Work 
Clears Customs Bureau 


The Dollar and the Vatican, a new 
pook by Avro Manhattan (Pioneer 
Press, London, England), was sub- 
jected recently to the same kind of 
extra-legal obstructionism as _ had 
Manhattan’s earlier work, Catholic 
Imperialism and World Freedom, last 
year. At that time the United States 
Post Office Department, purportedly 
acting under the Foreign Agents Reg- 
istration Act of 1938, forbade the 
mailing of Catholic Imperialism and 
World Freedom in this country, and 
then abruptly reversed itself after 
POAU had publicly analyzed the 
doubtful constitutionality of its ac- 
tion (Church and State, March and 
May, 1955). The Independent, a 
monthly tabloid which is distributing 
The Dollar and the Vatican in the 
United States, reported in its October 
issue: 

“The U. S. Customs office this 
month threatened to withhold copies 
of The Dollar and the Vatican . . 
which were imported from England 
by The Independent. The Depart- 
ment backed down and released the 
books (after holding them for nearly 
six weeks) when The Independent 
moved to do battle in court for the 
right of the book to enter the coun- 
try.” 

Stanley Lichtenstein, POAU Re- 
search Director, checked with Lyle 
Stuart, editor of The Independent, on 
details of the Customs Bureau diffi- 
culty. He was advised by Stuart, in- 
cidentally, that advertising for the 
book had been rejected by the weekly 
magazine, The New Republic, al- 
though several other magazines had 
accepted the ad, which listed the Man- 
hattan work among thirty titles avail- 
able from The Independent. Stuart 
wrote that “the book had to be 
plucked from among the thirty before 
the ad was acceptable,” and con- 
tinued: 


“Mr. Gilbert Harrison [editor and 
publisher] of The New Republic, who 
called me from Washington about the 
matter, had not seen the book but 
was rejecting it on the strength of 
title alone because he said that al- 
though his readers might not mind, 
it was ‘personally offensive to him.’ ” 

Lichtenstein wrote to Harrison in- 
viting him to comment on Stuart’s 
statement, but Harrison, replying by 
telephone, declined on the ground 
that the matter was a private one 
between him and the advertiser, and 
no one else’s business. Quite apart 
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from the merits or demerits of Man- 
hattan’s writings, Church and State 
is reporting these incidents in the in- 
terest of all Americans who wish to 
do their own evaluating without bene- 
fit of government or private censor- 
ship. 

The Dollar and the Vatican is 
available from The Independent, 225 
Lafayette Street, New York 12, N. Y., 
at $3.75. 


+ 


Church in $175,000,000 
New York City Project 


The Federal Housing and Home 
Finance Agency (FHHFA), which 
gave every indication last year that 
it would henceforth wash its hands 
of any involvement in sectarian 
building projects, seems in danger of 
“falling off the wagon” in this respect. 
Along with the City of New York, 
the agency is being called upon to 
subsidize a $175,000,000 redevelop- 
ment of 18 city blocks, in which will 
be included a new campus for Ford- 
ham University aided by an estimated 
$3,500,000 worth of subsidy, and a 
new site for St. Matthew’s Church 
and Grace Institute, all Roman Cath- 
olic institutions. But in 1955 the 
FHHFA—as Church and State re- 
ported in November of that year— 
rejected an application of Chicago 
Lutheran Seminary for a low-interest 
$180,000 dormitory loan because it 
wished to ‘“‘avoid any religious contro- 
versy which would tend to destroy or 
discredit” the Housing Act of 1950, 
and, when questioned about a previ- 
ously approved loan to the Ner Israel 
Rabbinical College in Baltimore, Md., 
the agency indicated that it believed 
itself “to have erred in granting that 
loan.” 

Last September 27 the New York 
City Board of Estimate authorized 
Chairman Robert Moses of the Com- 
mittee on Slum Clearance to submit 
plans for the Lincoln Square project 
—as the redevelopment plan is known 
—to the FHHFA, following a city 
hearing at which many arguments for 
and against the project had been 
aired, including a petition against the 
proposal from the League for Reli- 
gious Freedom. Strong opposition had 
also been registered by residents and 
businessmen who contended that in- 
adequate provision had been made for 
the relocation of about 7,000 families 
and several hundred businesses in the 
area. 


On November 13 the opposition on 
both counts was crystallized by the 


Council on Housing Relocation Prac- 
tices, whose attorney and chairman, 
Harris L. Present, filed a 60-page pe- 
tition with the FHHFA challenging 
the validity of the entire project. Go- 
ing into detail on the principle of 
separation of church and state, Harris 
declared: “Our objections would be 
the same if these schools | in the proj- 
ect] were of some other religious de- 
nomination. This action is being 
brought by members of the Catholic, 
Protestant and Jewish faiths.” Eight 
spokesmen signed the petition, includ- 
ing the chairman of the Lincoln 
Square Business Men’s Committee. 


Regional FHHFA Administrator 
Walter S. Fried commented the next 
day that the petition was legally “pre- 
mature” as far as the federal agency 
was concerned. He noted that the 
housing law required the City Board 
of Estimate to hold another public 
hearing—after completion of the 
FHHFA’s study of the plans, prob- 
ably in January or February—before 
final authorization could be given. 


Housing Act 


The project is based upon Title I 
of the Federal Housing Act, under 
which cities may acquire blighted 
properties and resell them to private 
developers at a price markdown. The 
federal government would make good 
two-thirds of the price difference and 
the city a third. The proposed Lincoln 
Square redevelopment would involve 
federal land acquisition contributions 
of $24,580,000 and $12,290,000 from 
the city. Among other beneficiaries, 
besides Fordham University and St. 
Matthew’s Church, would be the 
Metropolitan Opera and the Philhar- 
monic Symphony Orchestra. The 
Good Shepherd-Faith Presbyterian 
Church would remain intact in the 
area. It does not hold the deed to the 
land it occupies and church officials 
do not expect to erect a new struc- 
ture, although it may be given the 
opportunity under the project to pur- 
chase an adjacent piece of property 
on terms which are still undetermined. 


In addition to constitutional objec- 
tions based on the First, Fifth and 
Fourteenth amendments to the fed- 
eral constitution, opponents of the 
project cite Article 11, Section 4 of 
the New York State Constitution for- 
bidding subsidization of denomina- 
tional institutions, and supporting 
opinions by the New York Court of 
Appeals (Judd v. Board of Educa- 
tion, 178 N. Y. 200) and the State 
Comptroller (8 Op. State Compt., 
File No. 5786, 1952). 








With Church Approval 


The authoritarian theories of the 
Corporative State, that is, fascism, 
have been advocated in Latin Amer- 
ica, with ecclesiastical approval, by 
the Jesuit Felix Restrepo. Revista de 
la Academia Colombiana de Juris- 
prudencia, Afo XIV, Nos. 139-140, 
Bogota, Julic-Agosto, 1939, pp. 68- 
89. He said: “Its emblem is the na- 
tional interest. /ts representative type, 
the organizer.” He expressed the view 
“that the only way of saving democ- 
racy from the dangers that threaten 
it is to give to the whole people, with- 
out any distinction, in absolute sin- 
cerity, the possibility of contributing 
to the formation and to the manage- 
ment of their government. And this 
will never be better attained than in 
the corporative regime.” The first 
result of the “functional organization 
of all the social elements,” is “to 
restrict contractual freedom.”—From 
article on “The Nature and Powers 
of a ‘De Facto’ Government in Latin 
America,” by J. Irizarry y Puente, in 
Tulane Law Review, Vol. XXX, 
1955, pp. 15-72. 





School Rites, Hail POAU 


“Because the principle of separa- 
tion of church and state . . . has been 
breaking down at an appalling rate 
even in the minds of our Baptist peo- 
ple we urgently recommend: that 
Texas Baptists recognize the impor- 
tance of this issue to our free way of 
life and to both our public and private 
institutions; that while we are un- 
compromisingly committed to spiritual 
values and biblical truths as the foun- 
dation of education, we deplore the 
infringement of the principle . . . 
which occurs when Bible is taught in |} 
the public school building and on pub- 
lic school time, for Baptists have his- 
torically insisted that the teaching of 
religion is not a function of the state 
but is the prerogative of the churches; 
that we go on record as staunchly op- 
posing the practice of distinctively 
garbed sectarian teachers teaching in 
the public schools of Texas as many 
are now doing; and that we go on 
record as heartily endorsing the na- 
tional program of Protestants and Other |] 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State. . . ."—From reso- 
lution adopted at November meeting 
of Baptist General Convention of Texas 
in Corpus Christi, upon recommenda- 
tion of the convention's Christian Life 
Commission. 
















































Register now for POAU’s 9th Na- 
tional Conference in Los Angeles, Feb. 
4-5. Use blank on page 7. 
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Spain Renews Curbs 
On Civil Marriages 


Things haven't changed much in 
Spain, in spite of a few instances last 
year when its rigorous marriage law 
was softened in “hardship” cases 
(“Church and State,” March, April 
and July, 1955). The Franco govern- 
ment published a new decree in the 
official state gazette in November 
reaffirming the prohibition of civil 
(i. e., non-church) marriages for Ro- 
man Catholics and requiring non-Cath- 
olics to submit documentary evidence 
of their status before they can be mar- 
ried. According to Religious News 
Service: “More stringent requirements 
must be met in the case of persons 
who have been baptized Catholics but 
have abjured their Faith. The decree 
declares that persons who have origi- 
nally been baptized Catholics, or hav- 
ing become Catholics later left the 
Church, must notify the local district 
judge of their intention to marry. This 
ruling applies to former Catholics who 
wish to contract marriage between 
themselves or with a non-Catholic 
never baptized a Catholic. The decree 
specifies that the judge, in turn, will 
inform the ecclesiastical authority of 
the diocese regarding the application 
within a period of eight days. He must 
then wait a month before solemnizing 
the marriage. If the church authorities 
cite obstacles to the wedding within 
that time, the case must go to higher 
authorities. . . . 

“The officials said the new decree 
is in conformity with Article 42 of the 
Spanish Civil Code. .. .” 














Minister Talks Sense 
On School Bus Issue 


The Rev. V. Emil Gudmundson of 
New London, Conn., has led Prot- 
estant ministers of that city in re- 
sistance to Roman Catholic encroach- 
ment upon public school funds. Said 
the Rev. Dr. Gudmondson in a not- 
able letter to the New London Day: 
“If the Catholic chooses, as is his 
right, to send his children to parochial 
schools, it is his decision and his re- 
sponsibility. I will go a step farther 
and say that if hardship falls on an 
individual as a consequence, it is his 
hardship. . . . Simply because a num- 
ber of parents have, on their own re- 
sponsibility, chosen to send their chil- 
dren to parochial schools, that does 
not mean that there should be a ‘kick- 
back’ to the parochial school system 
in the form of free transportation at 
public expense. . . . What is at stake 
here is the traditional American way.” 

Well said, Dr. Gudmundson! 





Archer Recording Free 


Any pastor whose church will be- 
come a “scroll church” may receive a 
free recording of Glenn L. Archer's 
famous Kansas City address, ‘“Separa- 
tion and Spirituality.”* 

Listen to these leaders: 


Duke K. McCall, President, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary: “I am 
delighted to know that a recording is 
available of Glenn Archer's great 
speech. . . . Mr. Archer provides in- 
formation not readily available to the 
general public. . . . A great religious 
message. Appropriate in any 
church service.” 

Foy Valentine, Director, Christian 
Life Commission, Baptist General Con- 
vention of Texas: “ ‘Separation and 
Spirituality’ deserves to be heard by 
all thoughtful Americans. . . . Its 
emphasis . . . ought to be made in 
every pulpit of the land.” 

*A scroll church is one that contributes 
at least $25 from its annual budget to 
POAU. 


C POAU has been placed in our 
church budget. 


Enclosed will be sent 
on or about ae 6 
O Desire to purchase record. $2.00 
enclosed. 
Send recording to: 
Ee Pero 
Street 
City State 


Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church 
and State 
1633 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 
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Church School Gets 
Use of Public Gym 


The St. Michael’s Catholic School 
basketball team may use the gym- 
nasium of the Annandale, Va., public 
high school on Sundays, Fairfax 
County school board member _T. 
Turner Hudgins decided on Novem- 
ber 6 after getting a green light from 
school board attorney John Alexan- 
der. St. Michael’s request for the 
privilege had stirred a controversy 
over the church-state separation ques- 
tion and other problems which might 
arise (Church and State, November), 
and Hudgins, in announcing the ap- 
proval, indicated that the board 
would formulate a general policy on 
the use of school buildings by outside 
agencies if additional requests war- 
rant it. 
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Candidates Side-Stepped POAU Campaign Queries 


Falling in line with the Republican 
and Democratic platform committees 
—which had politely acknowledged 
but failed to act on POAU’s platform 
suggestions (Church and State, Sep- 
tember )—candidates Eisenhower, 
Stevenson, Nixon and Kefauver took 
no position on the issues brought to 
their personal attention by POAU on 
October 17 (Church and State, No- 
vember ). 

The White House acknowledged 
receipt of the POAU proposals in a 
letter of October 29 from Gerald D. 
Morgan, special counsel to the Presi- 
dent, who merely observed that Eisen- 
hower had “made some comments on 
this subject during his question-an- 
swer panel discussion which was tele- 
vised from Washington on October 
12 |five days before POAU’s letter 
was sent].” In that discussion, Brook- 
lyn stenographer Adelaide O’Mara, 
who had caused a stir by using her 
personal funds to place the Ten Com- 
mandments on New York subway 


placards, asked the President to “tell 
us if we could help in any way to get 
this spiritual guidance through our 
schools all over the nation?” Eisen- 
hower replied that “the history of 
religion ought to be taught because 
as a historical fact religion has had 
the effect with us of giving us the un- 
dergirding for our whole system of 
civilization.” 

Adlai Stevenson headquarters failed 
even to acknowledge the POAU letter. 


Robert L. King, assistant to Vice- 
President Nixon, replied on October 
24, remarking, among other things, 
that “I think you will agree with me 
that it is at least slightly questionable 
whether or not it is a proper subject 
for a Vice-Presidential suggestion in 
the present campaign.” He held the 
questions raised by POAU to be “es- 
sentially a matter for the House of 
Representatives” because that body 
originates appropriation bills. “I hope 
you heard the Vice-President, in New 
York a few nights ago [October 18], 


at the dinner in memory of Al Smith,” 
King added. He said that he was cit- 
ing the occasion as one on which the 
Vice-President had exhibited his “firm 
and courageous” way of dealing with 
controversial issues. 

Senator Kefauver’s legislative as- 
sistant replied on October 26: “You 
may be assured that I shall show him 
your letter upon his return to the of- 
fice, as I am sure he will be interested 
in this matter.” 

POAU Executive Director Archer 
had asked the candidates to take a 
firm stand on three aspects of current 
church-state relations in particular: 
federal aid to education (Archer 
urged support for the principle of 
public funds for public schools only) ; 
federal aid to hospitals under the 
Hill-Burton Act (Archer proposed 
amendment of the act to prevent 
appropriations to denominational hos- 
pitals); and relations with the Vati- 
can (Archer suggested a specific pro- 
hibition against use of any public 
funds for any form of U. S. diplo- 
matic relations with the Holy See). 
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February 4 and 5, 1957 - Monday and Tuesday - Los Angeles 


REGISTER NOW—for yourself, your family, the pastor—and all will be assured of reserved sec- 
tion tickets for two great public conference rallies. Monday night Bishop Gerald H. Kennedy and 
Tuesday night author Paul Blanshard speaking. Send $1.00 registration and receive advance program, 
badge, and two tickets—one for each rally. Also hear Glenn L. Archer, C. Stanley Lowell, J. How- 








Editor of “‘Liberty”’ 
Tuesday keynote 


ard Williams, Roy L. Laurin and other leaders. Sponsored by the Los Angeles Chapter and Prot- “The Drive, for 
estants and Others United for Separation of Church and State, 1633 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., at 
Washington, D. C. 
HERE IS MY REGISTRATION DOLLAR 

Send to: Those living in Los Angeles area send to: 

POAU Advance Registration Committee 

a 1633 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. POAU office, 3923 W. 6th Street 

Washington 6, D. C. Los Angeles 5, California 

Name ; .. Total enclosed $....cccccccccccce 
(Mr., Mrs., Miss, Rev., Dr.) 
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recently returned from 
Colombia, is Monday 
luncheon speoker. 
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(Please write additional registration on border below or on separate sheet of paper and mail to POAU today!) 





Churchmen Doubt School 


Program’s Soundness 


The Weekday Religious Education 
program in the public schools of Vir- 
ginia has been challenged by an ac- 
tion of the Virginia Baptist General 
Association meeting November 13-15 
at Alexandria. The report of the Re- 
ligious Liberty Study Commission 
considered the program at length. The 
report states: “Your committee faced 
this study with two distinct questions 
in mind, viz., 

“(1) Does the program of Week- 
day Religious Education in public 
schools of Virginia violate the letter 
of Virginia law? 

“‘(2) Does this program violate the 
spirit of that principle in government 
known as the separation of Church 
and State? 

“Tt is our studied opinion that it 
does.” 


Arlington 


Readers of Church and State will 
recall (November, 1956) that the 
Methodists had previously raised 
questions about the same program. 
The official board of Arlington Meth- 
odist Church, meeting August 1, 1956, 
declared that the religious education 
program as presently being carried on 
is, in their opinion, in violation of the 
first and fourteenth amendments to 
the federal constitution. 

Since the August 1 action of the 
Methodists there have been confer- 
ences between representatives of the 
Arlington Methodist Church and rep- 
resentatives of the Arlington County 
Council of Churches. Observers feel 
that the religious teaching program in 
Virginia public schools may be in for 
some possible changes in the near 
future. 


Hierarchy Fails in Move to Censor 


Prof. Toynbee on Voice of America 


The American hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church has failed in its 
attempt to censor the Voice of America and Prof. Arnold Toynbee, one of 
the world’s most distinguished historians, because the Voice carried on its 
radio program a suggestion by Toynbee that some overcrowded nations need 


birth control. 

The incident, which attracted al- 
most no attention in the daily press, 
began in October when Prof. Toyn- 
bee, one of a series of guest speakers 
on the Voice of America, declared 
that “when we have done all that 
science can do to increase the world’s 
food supply . . . the problem of limit- 
ing the birth rate will have to be 
faced. The alternative is starvation. 

. The birth rate can be lowered 
only by persuading or compelling 
parents to limit the size of their fam- 
ilies. To persuade them might mean 
persuading them to change some of 
the tenets of their ancestral religion.”’ 
Prof. Toynbee said that the human 
race seems hopeful of wiping out war 
and pestilence, but it faces possible 
devastation because of “continuing 
increase in population.” 

The National Catholic Welfare 
Conference—the organized Catholic 
bishops of the United States—imme- 
diately protested Prof. Toynbee’s 
right to broadcast such an opinion on 
a government radio program. In a 
letter from Monsignor Howard J. 
Carroll, general secretary of the 
NCWC, addressed to Theodore 
Streibert, director of the government 
agency, the statements of Prof. Toyn- 
bee were denounced as “the asper- 
sions of a non-U.S. citizen upon the 
‘ancestral’ and ‘traditional’ religions 
of the world.” (Monsignor Carroll 
did not mention the fact that Pope 
Pius XII, who dictates the anti-birth 
control rule of the Catholic Church 
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to all American Catholics, is also a7 
non-citizen.) 

Monsignor Carroll also declared 7 
that such a program on the Voice of © 
America might “strike millions of 7 
Christians and non-Christians alike © 
as immoral and obnoxious . . . may | 
I respectfully ask how the United j 
States Information Agency reconciles 
this sort of thing with its purpose and © 
function as an instrument for the © 
promotion of understanding and good ~ 
will toward the United States.” 

Fortunately the government agency © 
did not retreat or apologize for Prof, 
Toynbee’s dignified and _ scholarly 
statement of the population problem, 
To those who protested it replied that ~ 
“the opinions of the distinguished ~ 
men and women whose words are 
carried on these broadcasts are their 
own and not those of the United 
States Government. In some cases the 7 
opinions they express may be in con- 
flict or controversial. We contemplate © 
no changes in the program of ‘the © 
Frontiers of Knowledge’ radio sym- 
posium or in the procedures under 
which it is conducted. We feel that 
the program is extremely valuable.” 


The Catholic protest against Prof. 
Toynbee is part of its world-wide 
policy of opposition to any favorable 
mention of birth control by any inter- 
national agency in which it partici- 
pates in any way. The Vatican has 
thus far succeeded in blocking any 
endorsement of contraceptives or any 
study of the medical aspects of over- 
population by the World Health Or- 
ganization. 
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To Subscribe... 


A year’s subscription to Church ~ 
and State is yours as one of the bene- 
fits derived from the regular $3.00 
POAU minimum membership fee 
($2.00 of which is the subscription 
price). Simply check the appropriate 
box—{_] new membership [] renewal 
—then write your name and address 
in the margin below and tear out 
and mail to POAU, 1633 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, N.W., Washington 6, 
D. C., with remittance enclosed. 
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